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PREFACE

Language research is rapidly evolving, shaped by new technologies,
innovative approaches, and emergent social realities. Voices in Language
Research emerged from a series of vibrant discussions among colleagues
and researchers at Language Academy, who recognised the compelling
need to document and disseminate the diverse and methodologically
rich research being undertaken, particularly within the Malaysian
context, but with potentially significant global relevance.

The initial idea for this volume was conceived to engage early-career
and established language researchers to present their work. A shared
aspect among these varied research projects was the use of empirical
methods and an examination of current topics, including the effects of
digital transformation on pedagogy and the ethical considerations
involved in analysing sensitive discourse. It was clear that these
individual “voices”, each significant in its own right, could form a
powerful chorus if brought together.

The aim of this book, therefore, is to capture this chorus of voices
or range of perspectives in language research. It aims to offer a platform
for discussing various research methodologies, analysing established
paradigms, and considering how language research influences
education, media, and society. The content is designed for both
specialists and those who wish to apply evidence-based approaches in
their studies or professional practice.

The book is organised into thematic sections based on the synthesis
of its contributions. The chapters are grouped around several sub-
themes that align with current topics in the field. The first group of
chapters focuses on data-driven linguistic analysis. Another theme
explores innovations and challenges in language education, which is
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relevant in multilingual Malaysia and elsewhere. Chapters addressing
human factors influencing learning outcomes are also included. The
volume concludes by examining the research process itself, discussing
ethical and methodological considerations essential to credible
scholarship. These chapters provide commentary on maintaining rigor
and responsibility in knowledge production.

As editors, we are deeply grateful to the contributors for their
scholarly rigour, their patience throughout the editorial process, and
their willingness to share their unique voices. We are grateful to
Language Academy for the trust and support given to the edited book
project. We also extend our sincere appreciation to UTM Press for
recognising the value of this project and for their commitment to
advancing academic publishing. We hope lowes in Language Research
becomes a useful resource and motivates ongoing inquiry into language's
role in society.

Noor Aireen Ibrahim
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia

Zuraidah Mohd Don
University College Sedaya International
2025



